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ference with the Leader we lay down the guiding prin-
ciples for the fight against the Red terror. For the
time being we shall not take to direct counter-measures,
The fire of the Bolshevik revolution must first blaze up.'
Did his sub-consciousness dictate to Herr Goebbels the
things that had been discussed ? ' Blaze up.' When
we think of the fire that came later this word cannot
be dismissed with a shrug.

Long before the Reichstag fire Goring already had
looked on the Communists and Social Democrats as
the main target for his persecution and had made them
responsible for every possible and impossible deed.
Through the press he spread the statement that dis-
guised Communists carried on terroristic acts so as to
discredit the peaceful National Socialists. He gave as
his reason for his actions against the German Nation-
;alists and Catholics that Marxists had crept into these
organizations. He made of Marxism the German
philistine's bugbear. Every ill-deed was glossed over
with a ' we must protect ourselves against the
Communists.'

Thus Goring among other things tells us : " On
15 February it was established that the German
Communist Party was at work forming terrorist
groups of up to two hundred men. These groups would
have as their task to put on SA uniforms and then
make raids in cars on stores and shops and the like."

It is an old wife's tale to say that the Communists,
persecuted by the dictatorship, ever came out in SA
uniforms and made towns and villages unsafe.

The Nazi terror raged violently and unchecked
through the land. The <SA played its part as a special
police. Goring's orders to shoot, which he glossed